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The education system in Malaysia is more
diverse today, with many options for parents.
We know that parents play an important role in
choosing the right path for their children, but
this is not easy. Especially if you're considering
an education system that is more personalized
like homeschooling. In this guide, we want you
to focus on five questions that could help you
and your spouse make a better decision. Let's
get started....
1. What syllabus is suitable for my child?

It is vital to choose the right syllabus when
planning to homeschool your kid. You might also
be thinking of sending them to a private learning
centre. These centres, like many international
schools, offer a wide variety of curriculums. The
most popular are Australian, British, Canadian
and American. Each of these curriculums has its
own advantages but you must decide what's best
for your child. In Malaysia, many parents opt for
the IGCSE syllabus.
The International General Certificate of Secondary
Education is based on the British curriculum. It is
exam-based and is assessed through the exam
board chosen by the school. The most well-known
are Cambridge Assessment International Education
and Edexcel. The Cambridge exam board offers
over 70 subjects to choose from.

Another popular program is the International
Baccalaureate (IB) programme. It offers
challenging educational programmes to students
aged 3 to 19. The IB programs are focused on
developing students’ intellectual, emotional,
personal and social skills.
So to begin your journey, start researching on the
curriculums available near you.
2. What is the best learning environment for
my child?

The next thing to consider is the learning
environment. This is the most common reason for
home-schooling. Parents who know their children
well, wants to play to their kids' strengths. So
choosing an environment where your child can
thrive is absolutely vital. First, let's look at the 5
main components of a good learning environment.
They are; the classroom atmosphere, the educators
or teachers, the social development, academics and
safety.
The classroom atmosphere should be conducive for
learning. A good learning environment will include
books, posters and props to help inspire the kids.
Knowing the educators and teachers a little better
could go a long way. Find out how they engage
with students, their experience and values.

Next find out how the school deals with kids that
have certain needs. Also, how do they handle
children that misbehave, their approach and
solution.
For academics, you can check past records and
testimonies.
And the fifth component is safety. This includes
hygiene and storage of dangerous substances. Make
sure that access to outsiders is limited and
monitored at all times.
And finally, ask about the availability of first aid
equipment and evacuation procedures.

3. What opportunities do I want to create
for my child?

Some parents view the national syllabus as
preparation for a future here in Malaysia. In
contrast, an international syllabus can help prepare
children for and education abroad. This may not be
exactly true, but it does help in charting a path for
children to make early choices. This means, you
can prepare for pre-university studies, scholarships
and budget. Sure, decisions may change along the
way, but planning ahead can go a long way.

4. What are my personal and family
values?

The next question you should ask is based on
values. Yes, different schools may have certain
values that shape their approach to education. This
includes what they consider important, whether its
grades, critical thinking or activities. You may also
encounter schools that are influenced by their
culture or religion. If these concerns are sorted out
early, it may help to avoid any disagreements
later.
5. What is my budget?

Finally, we have to look at your budget. Some
parents may look at their budget first, and then
choose the other important aspects. But if the
curriculum or education approach is not what they
expected, they start to make changes. This can be
very disconcerting for the child.
But if you decide on all the other aspects first,
then you only need to find a school that matches
your budget. If you find an expensive school, look
for cheaper option. Or if you can afford to spend
more, you can then look at other benefits at higher
priced institutions.
In this way, your child's education path, approach
and values will be more constant.

cONCLUSION

As a starting point in choosing the right education
path, these are the 5 main points to consider.
Syllabus, environment, opportunities, values and
budget. Now you know what research to do and
what questions to ask any school representative.
You may have other factors to consider based on
your child needs. But remember that this is a
long-term investment. So discern wisely and make
a choice for your child's future.
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